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What is phonics?
•

•

•

All words are made up of individual sounds. These sounds are
merged together to form words.
e.g. in ‘mat’ we have the sounds ‘m’, ‘a’, ‘t’, ship – ‘sh’, ‘i’, ‘p’.
Phonics is the method of teaching reading through the
identification of sounds and graphemes.

• The new National Curriculum ensures that all children are taught
Phonics systematically.
• This gives your children the tools to read any word.

Speed Sounds Set 1
Using RWI, we make
learning to read
easy for children
because we start by
teaching them just
one way of reading
and writing every
sound. Here they
are on the Simple
Speed Sounds chart.

We teach Set 1 sounds
first - (sounds as far as a e
i o u).
Children need to know
sounds – not letter
names – to read words.

Speed Sounds Set 2

Set 2 sounds are shaded. They
are long vowel sounds with 2 or
more letters. We call these
‘Special Friends’ – two letters
together that make one sound.
Once children know these Set 2
sounds, they know one way of
reading and writing every
sound.

Watch:

Speed Sounds Set 3
Once children know how
to read Set 2 sounds, they
start to learn Set 3 sounds.
These are shaded in the
chart.
They are alternative
graphemes (spelling of a
sound) for the Set 1 and
Set 2 sounds the children
already know.
For example, they know
‘ay’ and now learn a-e and
ai as other spellings for
the same sound.

Picture Phrases

We use picture phrases to help children
remember the Set 2 and Set 3 sounds.
For example, ay, may I play? aw, yawn at dawn

‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word
Then children practise
reading these sounds in
words using the routine
‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred
Talk’, read the word’.
They spot the ‘Special
Friends’ first, then Fred
Talk to read the word.
For example, ‘ay’, s-p-r-ay,
spray.

What is the Phonics Screening Check?
• Children complete a word-reading check at the end of Year 1 so that parents can be confident
their children are being taught to read successfully.
• Children read 40 words. It takes between two and five minutes. Half of the words in the check
are real words.
• Half are nonsense words. For example, ‘sheb’, ‘glight’, ‘ched’, ‘teb’. There is a picture of an alien
next to each word to remind the children that it isn’t a real word.
• If they do not manage to read 32 of the words, they are given extra support, and repeat the
check at the end of Year 2. It means that all children will be able to read accurately before they
begin Year 3.
• In our school, we aim to make sure that every child learns to read accurately by the end of
Year 1 so they are set up for success in school and in life.
•

As soon as we spot a child who
needs extra practice learning to
read sounds and words, we
teach them one-to-one for a few
minutes every day.

Watch:
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What can you do?
1. Use ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word’ to read
words.
2. Practise reading sounds speedily - ‘review, review, review’.
(Use sound charts below).
3. Listen to your child read their Storybook every day.

Reading Tips
Tip 1: Ask questions about the book.
• Support your child by asking a range of questions about the book you are
reading together.
• The ‘five Ws’—who, what, where, when, and why.
• Use a mixture of closed questions (which can be answered with a single word,
or a small number of words) and open questions (which require a fuller
response).
• Children might also be asked to summarise what has happened in the book or
story so far, and to predict what will happen next.
Tip 2: Link reading to the real world.
• By talking about links between the book and real life, parents can make the
story more interesting and help children develop their understanding of ideas in
the book. For example, while reading about Cinderella going to the ball, you
might discuss the similarities between a ball and a birthday party?

Useful Phonics websites
www.phonicsplay.co.uk - we use this frequently at school, some of the
games are available without signing up.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/popup.shtml
Deep Sea phonics
http://www.ictgames.com/machine.html Reading machine
www.oxfordowl.co.uk - free ebooks including Biff, Kipper, Chip ones as long
as you register for free
www.phonicsbloom.com – Various games broken down by the different
phonic stages.

